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2. Claims 1-9 and 12-14 remain pending. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to correspondence filed 16 November 2006. 



Claim Objections 

3. Amendment to claim 12 has been entered and the previous objection has been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed of described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claim 1-9, 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Synnestvedt et al. (U.S. 6,598,057), hereinafter referred to as Synnestvedt, in view of Matsuda et 
al. (US 7,039,688 B2), hereinafter referred to as Matsuda. 

7. Regarding claim 1, Synnestvedt teaches a configuration method comprising: 
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assigning an application name for an automation module, said application name being 
unique on the TCP/IP network (col. 2, lines 47-51 and col. 4, lines 60-63); 

sending by the automation module a request address query on the TCP/IP network, the 
request address query comprising the application name of the automation module and being in 
conformance with DHCP protocol (column 1, lines 54-57, col. 3, lines 43-48, col 4, lines 5-8, 
and col. 5, lines 36-41, In the background of the Invention, column 1, lines 54-57, Synnestvedt 
teaches the use of DHCP). 

sending by the automation module a read configuration query in conformance with FTP 
or TFTP protocol, on the TCP/IP network, to an FTP/TFTP server (col. 3, lines 40-53, 
specifically lines 44-48). 

the automation assembly comprising: 

at least one automation module connected to a TCP/IP network and equipped with a first 
processing unit connected to a first storage means and to a first network communication 
interface, wherein the automation module is for storing an application name specific to the 
automation module in the first storage means, and for executing a DHCP client process and an 
FTP/TFTP agent process in the first processing unit (col. 3, 11. 41-44, col. 3, line 54 - col. 4, line 
8, col 4, lines 61-63, and col. 6, 11. 20-24). 

Synnestvedt teaches the first automation equipment connected to the TCP/IP network and 
equipped with a second processing unit connected to a second storage means and to a second 
network communication interface (col. 3, 11. 41-44, col. 3, line 54 - col. 4, line 8, col. 4, lines 61- 
63, and col. 6, 11. 20-24) but does not explicitly teach the memorizing of a configuration table 
thereby associating the application name of at least one DHCP client process with an IP address 
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and a location of a data file, wherein the configuration table comprises two application names at 
its input corresponding to two IP addresses and two locations at its output. However, in related 
art, Matsuda teaches on this aspect by teaching a method for automatic network configuration of 
networked office appliances for providing network addressing, network naming, service 
discovery, and user identification in one system (see abstract) wherein service information is 
shared between network devices including user and group information (col. 6, 11. 2-4). Matsuda 
further teaches the use of a table that records for each network device an application name (i.e. 
MAC address) and other information (i.e. IP address) (col. 12, 11 49-61) and the recording of 
available services used through service discovery (col. 14, 11. 51-56). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to utilize a 
configuration table to record information related to network appliances as taught by Matsuda in 
combination with the configuration methods taught by Synnestvedt. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to make such a combination wherein it is taught by Matsuda to 
utilize a configuration table wherein it is advantageous in the configuration of network devices to 
keep network names consistent and solve network conflicts when deemed necessary. 

8. Regarding claim 2, Synnestvedt and Matsuda teach the configuration method wherein 
one of said automation equipment connected to the TCP/IP network comprises a DHCP server 
compliant with DHCP protocol (Synnestvedt, col. 3, lines 62-67), 

9. Regarding claim 3, Synnestvedt and Matsuda teach the configuration method wherein 
one of said automation equipment connected to the TCP/IP network comprises an FTP/TFTP 
server (Synnestvedt, col. 3, lines 62-67). 
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10. Regarding claim 4, Synnestvedt and Matsuda teach the configuration method wherein 
sending by the automation module further comprises the automation module receiving a response 
to the request address query from a DHCP server, said response containing an IP address and a 
location of a data file specific to the automation module, making possible sending by the 
automation module a read configuration query (Synnestvedt, col. 4, lines 5-8, col. 5, lines 28-32, 
and col. 6, lines 20-24). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 5, Synnestvedt and Matsuda teach the method wherein the read 
configuration query uses the location of the data file for the automation module (Synnestvedt, 
col. 3, lines 44-48 and col 4, lines 60-63). 

12. Regarding claim 6, Synnestvedt and Matsuda teach the configuration method additionally 
comprising sending by the automation module a read configuration query receiving by the 
automation module a response to the read configuration query form the FTP/TFTP server, the 
response containing the data file for the automation module, so that the automation module can 
then change to an operational state (Synnestvedt, col. 4, lines 5-8, col. 5, lines 28-32, and col. 8, 
lines 19-22). 

13. Regarding claim 7, Synnestvedt and Matsuda teach the configuration method wherein the 
data file of the automation module is identified by the application name of the automation 
module (Synnestvedt, col. 4, lines 60-62). 

14. Regarding claim 8, Synnestvedt and Matsuda teach the configuration method wherein 
when the automation module is in an operational state, the automation module sends a write 
configuration query on its on initiative to the FTP/TFTP server to update or save all or some of 
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the automation module data file (Synnestvedt, col. 3, lines 46-53, col. 4, lines 21-26, and col. 5, 
lines 22-26). 

15. Regarding claim 9, Synnestvedt and Matsuda teach the configuration method wherein 
when the automation module is in an operational state, the automation module sends a read 
configuration query on its own initiative to the FTP/TFTP server to check or reload all or some 
of the automation module data file (Synnestvedt, col. 5, lines 22-26). 

16. Regarding claim 12, Synnestvedt and Matsuda teach the automation assembly comprising 
a second automation equipment connected to the TCP/IP network and comprising a third 
processing unit connected to a third storage means and to a third network communication 
interface, wherein the second automation equipment is for executing an FTP/TFTP server 
process in its processing unit and for memorizing a data file corresponding to at least one 
FTP/TFTP agent process in said third storage means (Synnestvedt, col. 3, lines 41-44, col 3, line 
54 - col. 4, line 8, col. 4, lines 61-63, and col. 6, lines 20-24). 

17. Regarding claim 13, Synnestvedt and Matsuda teach the automation assembly wherein 
the first automation equipment is for executing an FTP/TFTP server in said second processing 
unit and for storing a data file corresponding to at least one FTP/TFTP agent in said second 
storage means (Synnestvedt, col. 3, lines 40-53). 

18. Regarding claim 14, Synnestvedt and Matsuda teach wherein the application name is 
formed by concatenation of predefined characters characterizing the application module in 
combination with an assigned number (Matsuda, col. 12, 11. 51-55). 
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Response to Arguments 
19. Applicants arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

20. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE- MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin A. Ailes whose telephone number is (571)272-3899. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:30-4, IFP Work Schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on (571)272-3868. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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